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 Sauropod (Diplodocidae)  
 

The best Sauropod ever for sale  
 
 
Taxon:  undetermined Sauropod with highest scientific potential  
Locality:  Dana Quarry, GPS: N44o 03.078 W 107o 27.503 
Length:  about 20 meter 
Completeness:   almost 90 % or more 
Bone-quality:   excellent 
Price:  upon request  - Mounted ready for exhibition by November 2009  
 
 
 

 
Articulated skull and neck vertebrae during preparation 



 

 

 

 
The specimen is the most complete Sauropod ever offered for sale! 

 
 

This exciting discovery represents the most complete and best -preserved Dipl odocidae 
specimen found to date!  
 
 The family, Diplodocidae, is represented by some of the most gigantic long necked dinosaurs 
known, Apatosaurus, Diplodocus, Barosaurus, and Supersaurus. This discovery represents the first 
skeleton to be found with an intact skull preserved and articulated to a nearly complete series of 
cervical vertebrae. The most interesting aspect of our specimen lies in its resemblance to both 
Diplodocus and Apatosaurus suggesting that perhaps these two popular dinosaurs represent the 
male & female of a single species. For this reason, we have decided to temporarily keep 
identification as òDiplodocidae, undetermined speciesó. On the other hand, comparison with 
the holotype of Diplodocus longus is favorable making identification likely to be this species.  
The skeleton is 80-90% complete, and when mounted free standing may reach 65-70 feet in 

length. The bones of the 
skeleton are already removed 
from their plaster jackets and 
are in the  process of being 
cleaned of their surrounding 
matrix. Preliminary 
observations suggest the 
individual was a young adult 
when it died.  
The skull is preserved without 
distortion, dis playing cranial 
elements in place, including 
its attached lower jaws. Even 
the delicate sclerotic bones are 
preserved complete in their 
orbital cavity. In addition to 
the atlas & axis, every delicate 
bony process and rib along the 
cervical series is preserved on 
the 13 cervical vertebrae that 
were all found articulated. 
Thus, the bones of the head 
and neck of the animal are 
captured as they were in life. 
Virtually complete sets of foot  
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bones including claws where also 
found. The pelvic elements are also 
preserved semi-articulated. The 
huge limbs are preserved complete 
and uncrushed without deformity 
adding greatly to the impressive 
show quality of the skeleton. Only 
the whiplash section of tail 
vertebrae is noticeably lacking, 
however, ongoing excavations may 
expose this section of skeleton in 
the future.    
 
Only the skull, lower jaws and five 
neck vertebrae have been freed of 
the surrounding matrix. The 
outstanding skull is preserved 
without distortion and with cranial 
bones in place including its 
attached lower jaws. Even the 
delicate eye bones are complete as 
well as the atlas and axis vertebrae,   
which are all preserved in accurate  
position. Thus, the bones of the 
head and neck of the animal are 
captured as they were in life. 

Cranial material belonging to long 
 necked dinosaurs are the rarest 
of finds, while specimens representing complete associated skeletons are virtually nonexistent. 
The present dinosaur skeleton is by far one of the most complete of the large sauropod fossils 
ever discovered and unquestionably the best Diplodocid specimen to date.  
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Ulna and Radius of both front limbs 


